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The Historic town of Hua Hin: 










It	 is	 located	 in	 the	southernmost	part	of	 the	Prachuap	Khiri	Khan	Province.	 It	 is	situated	about	 
195	kilometers	south	of	Bangkok	and	90	kilometers	north	of	the	provincial	capital.1









more	on	accommodations,	 transportations	and	 foods	 respectively.	Thai	average	stayed	overnight	
shorter	than	foreigners. 
1	 Tourism	Authority	of	Thailand.	Internal	Tourism	in	Hua	Hin	Statistic	2010-2015	(Online)
2	 Hua	Hin	Municipality.	(2012).	Three Year Development Plan (2013-2015).	p.	5.
Table 1	 Internal	Tourism	in	Hua	Hin	2010-20152
Type 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Visitor 2,448,176 3,080,614 4,115,740 4,417,025 4,660,994 4,835,371
	 Thai 1,967,294 2,396,825 3,249,413 3,500,499 3,730,557 3,868,173
	 Foreigner 480,882 683,789 866,327 916,526 930,437 967,198
Tourist 1,465,631 1,931,581 2,603,308 2,770,413 2,954,914 3,045,229
	 Thai 1,062,609 1,345,210 1,860,449 1,984,043 2,161,675 2,223,244
	 Foreigner 403,022 586,371 742,859 786,370 793,239 821,985
Excursionist 982,545 1,149,033 1,512,432 1,646,612 1,706,080 1,790,142
	 Thai 904,685 1,051,615 1,388,964 1,516,456 1,568,882 1,644,929
	 Foreigner 77,860 97,418 123,468 130,156 137,198 145,213
Revenue	(Million	Baht)
Visitor 10,580.56 17,318.07 20,860.52 24,317.29 25,905.56 28,165.71
	 Thai 6,269.58 11,355.89 13,372.76 15,834.35 17,125.33 18,600.49









































of	 time	but	 that	destinations	may	not	have	the	ability	 to	grow	without	check.	 In	addition,	Doxey’s	




Doxey’s Irritation Index 
 Euphoria	 Visitors	are	welcome	and	there	is	little	planning.
	 Apathy	 	 Visitors	are	taken	for	granted	and	contact	becomes	more	formal.
	 Annoyance	 Saturation	is	approached	and	the	local	people	have	misgivings.	Planners	
attempt	to	control	via	increasing	infrastructure	rather	than	limiting	growth.

























 Stagnation is	 high	 numbers	 of	 tourists	 and	 capacity	 levels	 are	 reached	 and	 the	
accommodation	stock	is	steadily	eroded	and	property	turnover	rates	are	high.
	 Post-stagnation	 is	all	above	which	 reflecting	a	 range	of	options	 that	may	be	 followed,	





















1	 Fine	Art	Department.	(2004).	The Cave Art of Sam Roi Yod Hill.	p.	35-56.
วารสารประวัติศาสตร์	2561	 JOURNAL	OF	HISTORY	2018148
where	they	believed	they	would	have	a	better	life.	The	fertility	and	location	of	the	area	had	attracted	
people	 to	move	 in	and	engage	 in	 farming	and	 fishing.1	Because	of	 that,	Baan	Samor	Reang	or	 
Baan	Leam	Hin	was	fully	occupied	by	locals.
	 Holiday	making	was	influenced	by	western	culture	which	placed	importance	on	relaxation	and	






The Arrival of the train & a royal seaside resort 
	 In	the	reign	of	King	Rama	V	(1868-1910),	the	first	railway	was	introduced	to	the	country	











1	 Hua	Hin	Temple.	(2010).	Luang Por Wat Hua Hin: The Memorial book of the funeral ceremony of the former chief 
monk on 24 April, 2010.	p.	10-11.
2	 The	Thai	Encyclopedias	for	youth.	The	history	of	rail	in	Thailand	(Online)
3	 Pinphet	Champa	(2002).	Thai Tourism Culture, AD1851-2001.	Dissertation,	Master	(History).	Bangkok:	
Thammasart	University.	Photocopied	p.	86.
4	 Orawan	Sriudom.	(2002).	The Study of Tourism in the Reign of King Vajiravudh 1910-1925.	Dissertation,	
Master	(History)	Bangkok:	Srinakharinwirot	University.	Photocopied	p.	62.
5	 Bangkok	Post.	(2012).	A Century of Hua Hin.	p.	9.






































1	 Erik,	Seidenfaden.	(1984).	Guide to Bangkok.	2nd	ed.	p.	18.









































The rise of Hua Hin Town 








	 The	 first	seaside	 resort	was	 fully	developed	and	welcomed	holiday-makers.	The	seaside	
resort	was	the	destination	and	the	Railway	Hotel	was	the	meeting	place	for	high	ranking,	expatriates	
and	members	of	 the	elite	 for	afternoon	 tea.	Sea	bathing,	hunting,	playing	 tennis,	playing	golf	or	
relaxing	at	home	were	the	most	popular	activities	for	holiday-makers.
1	 Pinphet	Champa.	(2002).	Thai Tourism Culture, AD1851-2001.	Dissertation,	Master	(History).	Bangkok:	
Thammasart	University.	Photocopied.	p.	127.











front	 area	while	 shop	 houses	 or	 commercial	 blocks	were	 developed	 along	 the	 Petchkasem	 
(main	 road)	construction.	As	a	 result,	Hua	Hin	changed	 from	being	a	quiet	 town	 to	a	 lively	and	
crowded	town	so	 the	supply	of	 food,	water,	electricity	was	 insufficient	so	holiday-makers	usually	
brought	food,	vegetables,	meat	and	water	from	Bangkok	or	from	neighboring	areas	like	Petchaburi	and	
Ratchburi	province.






























The decline of Hua Hin 
	 The	1932	coup	took	place	while	the	King	Rama	VII	and	the	Queen	were	staying	in	Hua	Hin	
on	the	day	they	played	golf,	on	the	24	June	1932.	Soon	after	that,	the	King	and	Queen	went	back	













 Development under the umbrella of tourism 









could	be	accessed	by	car1.	Hence,	 there	was	an	alternative	 for	modern	and	wealthy	people	 to	














































property	developers	and	 foreign	 investors	 to	 invest	 in	Hua	Hin.	The	 impressive	 town	has	entirely	
changed,	which	strongly	affected	locals’	way	of	life.	The	beach	is	noisy	and	dirty,	and	there	is	a	high	
cost	of	living,	rising	land	prices,	overcrowding,	pollution	etc.	
	 The	 rapid	 growth	of	 tourism	caused	 vast	agriculture	areas	 to	be	 replaced	by	modern	 





Table 1 Guest arrivals at accommodation in Hua Hin from 2010-2016
Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
No. of 
Accom
233 303 306 309 294 286 299
No. of 
Rooms
7,015 8,799 10,152 10,133 9,157 8,969 9,327
Thais 714,605 1,055,182 1,710,292 1,850,525 2,019,277 2,085,313 2,152,976
Foreigners 329,302 559,082 684,248 749,881 763,864 794,383 784,882
Total guest 
arrivals




	 In	addition,	as	a	 result	of	 the	policy	of	 the	government,	 there	have	been	several	mega	
projects	that	have	enhanced	Hua	Hin’s	tourism	development	such	as	the	Thai	Riviera	under	Taksin	
Shinwatra’s	government	although	this	project	has	since	been	suspended.	Ferry	services	from	Hua	Hin	
to	Pattaya	and	Bangpoo	have	started	(operating	only	 to/from	Pattaya),	and	a	double	 rail	 track	 is	
under	construction	while	a	high	speed	rail	project	is	also	in	the	consideration	process.	
3)	To	propose	an	appropriate	management	plan	for	sustainable	tourism	will	discuss	as	follows.	
 A new paradigm to balance heritage and sustainable tourism
	 Hua	Hin	has	been	shaped	by	tourism	for	a	century.	It	was	founded	as	a	fishing	village	and	




on	weekdays	since	 the	 tourism	boom.	Hence,	 the	 ICOMOS	Charter	 is	proposed.	According	 to	 the	




	 Principle	 1	 :	 Encourage	Public	Awareness	of	Heritage
	 Principle	 2	 :	 Manage	the	Dynamic	Relationship
	 Principle	 3	 :	 Ensure	a	Worthwhile	Visitor	Experience
	 Principle	 4	 :	 Involve	Host	and	Indigenous	Communities
	 Principle	 5	 :	 Provide	Benefit	for	the	Local	community
	 Principle	 6	 :	 Responsible	Promotion	Programs
	 In	addition	principle	of	ASEAN	Community-Based	Tourism	also	will	apply	for	this	case.	In	
term	of	sustainability,	 the	community	should	manage	 their	own	community	by	 following	of	CBT	
principle	with	local	government	and	stakeholder	support.	
1	 ICOMOS	 International	Cultural	Tourism	Committee.	(2002).	 ICOMOS International Cultural Tourism Charter: 
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